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Tuesday 30th April 2013 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Y6 Whitby Residential Trip – July 2014 
 
A number of your were unable to attend last week’s Parents’ Meeting to explain about a new residential 
trip which we’re planning for the Y6 children so I’ve put together the following information which will 
hopefully provide you with some idea of the current plans. 
 
In the past we’ve taken our Y5 & Y6 children on a residential trip every 2 years, initially to Birchover in 
Derbyshire and more recently to the Kingswood Centre in Norfolk. The Birchover camp is no longer an 
option as the county stopped renting the field for the summer and last year we took the decision to cease 
going to Kingswood. Although their centres are excellent and the children are provided with a fantastic 
experience, we felt that the current cost of around £250 for three nights is expensive and the staff who 
attend all feel that our children would be better suited going on a trip tailored to them. For this reason I 
have put together a four night (Monday to Friday) trip to Whitby which we feel would provide the best 
value for money we can achieve and also provide a memorable experience to the children who attend. 
The aim is to hold this trip every year for just our Y6 children. 
 
The dates for next year’s trip are Monday 14th July 2014 – Friday 18th July 2014. 
 
At last week’s meeting I talked parents through the possible activities we may do there and some of the 
practical details. The information shown below is a summary and another meeting for parents will be 
held around this time next year when we can provide more detail but in the meantime , if you would like 
to know more, please contact me. 
 
Transport  
As we’re a small school we are at a disadvantage when it comes to hiring coaches as we can rarely fill 
the vehicles and so the cost is shared out between fewer people resulting in a higher cost to each 
person. As we would need transport when we’re there the intention would be to hire a minibus for the 
week which makes it far more cost effective. 
 
Accommodation  
We hope to be staying in The Old School House in Robin Hood’s 
Bay around 5 miles south of Whitby. This accommodation caters for 
school groups and we would have sole access to the building 
ensuring a high level of security. It sleeps 42 meaning that we 
would have plenty of room. Situated at the top of the hill, it is just 
out of the centre but is only a five-minute walk down to the beach. 
All of the meals are provided by the centre staff and they are used 
to catering for the needs of large groups of children. 
 
 



Activities  
I have tried to put together a timetable which would keep costs to a minimum but at the same time 
providing a variety of enjoyable, varied experiences. We can’t confirm any of the activities until we know 
how many children will be attending but the information below will hopefully provide you with some idea 
of what we may do. 
 
Monday Afternoon 
Geocaching  – this involves programming co-ordinates into a GPS and following the directions given 
until the ‘treasure’ is found. There are a number of geocaches (treasure) hidden around Robin Hood’s 
Bay so this will be an ideal initial activity helping everyone to become more familiar with the area. 
 

Tuesday 
North Yorkshire Steam Railway – For those of you who have seen the 
Happy Potter films or watched Heartbeat, the steam train used there is 
the one we would be using to travel from Whitby to one of the stations on 
the Moors. From there we would walk, possibly to another station, having 
a picnic on the way and return later in the day to Whitby. 
 
 

 
Wednesday 
Whitby White Rabbit Trail  – This trail provides a short 
tour around Whitby learning about the town including the 
history of Captain James Cook. 
Dracula Experience  – This short tour provides a brief 
insight into the creation of Bram Stoker’s Dracula, the 
inspiration of which came from Whitby. 
Beach  – We will stay in Whitby for lunch and hopefully 
some lovely weather will enable us to spend the afternoon 
on the beach. 
 

Thursday 
Whitby Abbey  – The Abbey helped to provide the inspiration for Dracula 
and we will take part in a tour of the Abbey to learn a little of the history. 
Bike Ride  – After lunch in Whitby we will hire some bikes to ride part of the 
old Scarborough to Whitby railway route. 
Fish and Chips/Laser Tag  – We will return to Whitby in the evening to 
have fish and chips in the town and where we can book a time at a play 
centre where the children can enjoy an hour of laser tag. 
 

Friday 
The Moors National Park Centre  – We will take a slight detour on the way home to stop off at the 
centre where a wood can be explored and there is an outdoor play area. 
 
There are a number of options for activities in evenings which will be thought about nearer the time. With 
the beach so close to the accommodation we will probably try to spend at least a couple of evenings 
there giving the children the chance to play on the beach and explore the rock pools. There are also 
several people who can visit the centre to give talks to children about the area or provide a tour of Robin 
Hood’s Bay. We will explore these options closer to the time of visiting. 
 
I explained the potential activities with the children last week and there was a very positive response with 
all expressing an interest in going. Because the centre needs to receive a definite booking from 
ourselves as soon as possible, we need to know from yourselves if you would like your child to attend. 
The main reason for explaining about this trip so early is to enable parents to budget for what will be a 
considerable sum of money. We can’t say for definite exactly how much the trip will be because it will be 
dependent upon the numbers going (the more there are the cheaper it will be) and also some of the 
prices may rise slightly but I have estimated that it will cost around £230 per child. For any parents who 
are eligible for free school meals (even if you don’t claim them) or have claimed income support over the 
past three years, the Governors have agreed to fund part of the trip. If you think you may be eligible for a 



reduction, please could you contact Mrs. Phillips who will be happy to talk you through how the school 
can help. 
 
We do need to know immediately if you would like your child to attend or not. For children wishing to go 
there is a non-returnable deposit required of £40 which must be paid by Friday 10th May. If a child 
leaves the school before July next year then that deposit and any other money paid will be refunded. 
 
We would like the money for the trip to be paid in instalments as this makes it easier for the school who 
have to pay the centre but also spreads the cost out over a period of time. Details of these would be 
provided in a subsequent letter later this month but will probably involve four payments of approximately 
£50 spread out between June and next April. 
 
We believe all of the children would thoroughly enjoy the trip and we hope that all of those attending the 
school next year would choose to go and provide an ideal end to their primary education at Wyton. As 
most adults would testify, the residential trips in primary schools are amongst the most memorable 
experiences of their school life and we believe this trip would provide your children with those memories 
for future years. 
 
Please could you complete and return the slip to school and if you would like any further information 
about the trip then please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr. J. Tuxworth 
 

 

 

To: Mr. Tuxworth 
 

 

* I would like my child to attend the Y6 Whitby Residential trip and I enclose the non-returnable deposit 
of £40. Please make cheques payable to Wyton Primary School. 
 
 
* I don’t wish my child to attend the Y6 Whitby Residential trip. 

 
* Delete as appropriate 
 

 
 
 
Signed: ______________________ (Parent/Guardian) Child’s name: _____________________ 
 


